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4. THE CARIBBEAN ISLANDS
Islands devastated by one of the deadliest and most costly hurricane seasons ever

New Hope’s Mission Trip to Puerto Rico, St Martin, Dominica, Antigua, Barbuda and Tortola

Nov. 24 – Dec. 4, 2017

 As we all have heard on the news, in September 2017 
there were recorded several monstrous and devastating 
hurricanes that hit the Caribbean islands very hard, trans-
forming this  little paradise of entertainment and vacation, 
into trash. After I heard the news about the battering of this 
and other islands, and even parts of the USA, I received 
an email from a brother in Christ that I met during my 
2016 mission trip to Dominica. In his email he described 
the damage that was caused by Hurricane Irma, leaving the 
island without electricity and most of the homes without a 
roof because they were blown by this monster wind. I could not stand still and be 
unresponsive. I had to bring some hope with words and action, distributing some 
money to help some people rebuild their roofs etc. The next day after celebrating 
Thanksgiving with our families, my daughter Esther Ruth Lupancu, Edgar Garza, 

Mihaela Sprinceana, and I boarded an American Airlines airplane and headed toward the affected area. Our first 
stop was in Puerto Rico which was very hard-hit by Irma.

Puerto Rico
 Our contact Emina, a teacher at the Church 
of God seminary at the Saint Jose campus, ar-
ranged with pastor Fernando Hernandez to-
gether with his wife to drive us to the affected 
area of Luqillo, where his church building roof 
was completely blown away. Damage had been 
done also to the interior of the house of worship. Besides the damage on the building 
- which was under construction - the fury and speed of the water destroyed part of the 
bridge over the creek, where there is a road to the church. This made it hard for the 
elderly people to attend church. Our team helped the church with $600.00 to restore 
the bridge. On our way to the capital, Pastor Fernando drove us to a place close to the 
road where six families completely lost their homes and were forced to install tents. 
They live with their children in a very poor condition. Our team helped them with 
plastic boxes to keep their remaining belongings. Then they purchased food and med-
ications. Finally, we gave them words of hope and encouragement, and prayed with 

them. When we finished our mission in Luqillo, pastor Edwin Arroyo arrived to meet us. He drove us to another 
ruined region in Mannati. There we also helped with $600.00 toward a specific project, and prayed with the people.

St. Martin 
 From San Juan we boarded a plane and continued our mission journey to St.Martin, an island that, before 
Hurricane Irma,  was highly attractive to tourists from all over the world. The furious monster Irma did a lot of 
damage to the property, forcing most of the hotels that were damaged to close. Many people from the island, on 
both the Dutch and French sides, were without a job and resources. Pastor Sam, originally from Guyana, gave our 
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team a tour of the island. We were moved with a lot of compassion 
and desired to do something to help the people from the church that 
were left without a job. We attended a prayer meeting and I was asked 
to give a word of exhortation and encouragement for the people that 
were present. I spoke about things that are shakeable and unshake-
able, from Hebrews 12:25-28, and we prayed with the people. After 
the prayer I was moved to give every family that was present, $100.00, 
and as I gave this small amount as a token of love in the name of Jesus, 
many broke up in tears of thanksgiving toward God for this blessing 
that they did not expect. Pastor Philippe, originally from Haiti, drove 

us to St. Martin’s French side, and guided us to see a few churches completely destroyed by the hurricane. We 
distributed some money to help, and we prayed with people, expressing our love, and entrusting the people of St. 
Martin to the grace and provision of our Lord Jesus. 

Dominica Island 
 In 2016, because of the heavy rain, the island had a severe 
mud slide, and many homes were swallowed by the earth. This year, 
in 2017, another devastating situation created by Hurricane Maria 
left many homes from this green island without a roof and electri-
cal power. I was asked by a brother named Max to bring some help, 
and I was able to purchase an electric generator. During the time of 
preparation for the trip, I was in contact with Petit Louis Acceus, 
an evangelist originally from Haiti who came eleven years ago to 
Dominica by faith, not having any contacts. The Lord prospered him spiritually and in his business (Kings Gar-
ments Limited). In fact the prosperity was  amazing and surprising, because, it seems ,  he has a heart for the Lord 
and people. He made arrangements for accommodations to be brought from the St CHARLES airport. Then he 
guided us through the island to see destroyed homes, and to help some people. He introduced us to other pastors, 
leaders of the community, for the purpose of organization for future development and progress. We sought the 
Lord to see what He has in His plan for us to get involved. 
 One organization that we visited and contributed to, very impressive to us, was “Operation Youth Quake,” 
which provides an alternative to prison for young boys through a rehabilitation center. This center is for physical-
ly and emotionally deprived boys that come from difficult backgrounds. The 
boys are encouraged and equipped to do their best, to succeed, to fulfill their 
dreams, and to decrease social stigma against them, so that they can be reinte-
grated into family and community life. Participants grow in faith, and learn to 
articulate, and verbalize so as to realize their full potential. 
 Other things that we did while in Dominica: 
 1. We listened to people’s fearful testimony of how they were praying, 
asking God to save their life during the night of the hurricane. It blew so pow-
erfully as to break   windows, remove roofs, and even collapse entire homes. 
 2. We prayed with the people, sharing words of encouragement 

from the Scripture that related to their situation and conditions.
 3. We furnished monetary help as well as some supplies. 
 The need is so great. So many lost a roof, or windows, clothing, 

children’s school supplies, and other properties from their homes. 
It was all blown and scattered away by this huge forceful hurricane. 

 On November 29, we received permission from prison authorities 
there to visit the inmates and have a service inside the jail in the 
chapel. To my surprise, I met people who remembered me from 
my 2016 mission trip to Dominica. Having nowhere else to turn 
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for help over this time, some inmates had turned to Christ and found in Him hope and salvation through a born-
again experience and a radically changed life. Some of these people committed themselves to Christian service, 
a mission that will occupy their life for years to come.  In the prison we encountered men and women who had 
been ignored by the church, pushed around by society, and often forsaken by friends and family. Prison for some 
inmates became a place of revelation and commitment to a calling, to serve Christ and His people. Reports from 
psychologists, criminologists, law enforcement officers, psychiatrists, and members of the judicial system, speak 
often about their hopeless and helpless efforts to correct these offenders. This is because in many cases the pris-
on institution becomes a school for a criminal lifestyle. There is an inevitable repeating of their crimes, and only 
Christ breaks the cycle of the criminal mind, giving him a new mind from Heaven.  

Antigua and Barbuda 
 Our team continued the journey by visiting the ruin that 
Hurricane Irma brought to the island of Barbuda and Antigua. We 
flew to Antigua, where our contact Pastor Lafleur welcomed us at 
the airport and brought us to a guest home from the city. In the eve-
ning, the Restoration Church had a prayer meeting and our group 
attended. I was invited to share the Word of God and I exhorted the 
church to pray for those people that we met on the islands that had 
suffered loss and difficulties. Other members of the group were in-
vited to greet the church. We had a great evening prayer service and 
almost everyone had a fresh encounter with the Holy Spirit during 
our time of prayer and worship. 

 Antigua Island was spared by God during the hurricane. It 
originally looked like the island would be hit, but the eye of the 
hurricane changed direction and hit instead the island of Barbu-
da, causing complete destruction to almost every property, mak-
ing the island uninhabitable. The government of Antigua moved all 
the people to its own land and provided shelter and food in a few 
government buildings. We took a special small plane and flew to 
Barbuda to help a few people that were still hiding there, not want-
ing to comply with the government order of evacuation. After we 
landed, the owner of the local radio station there drove us through-

out the island, so we were 
able to help and pray with those people. On the entire island, only one 
child was hurt by the violent storm, and he died. We met with his father 
and gave him some money, spoke words of comfort, and prayed, encour-
aging to seek God during this time of grief and total loss of property. We 
also visited the shelter where the people from Barbuda were temporarily 
relocated and helped them with clothing, children’s supplies, and some 
money.

Tortola (in the British Virgin Islands)
 When the news came about this huge storm, I heard for the 
first time of an island that was in the eye of the hurricane named 
Tortola. My heart was moved with compassion for the affected is-
landers.  God in His Divine guidance knew my intention and con-
nected me first with the right people, the family of Meade Malone, 
in McNamara Road Town. They came with two cars to pick us up 
from the airport and drove us to his brother’s home because his own 
home was occupied. From this family God connected us with Bish-
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op Ismael Charles, a superintendent for all the Caribbean islands. 
In the morning, Pastor Ismael came to transport Edgar, Pastor La-
fleur, and me, to the church of God, where we enjoyed a service.  
Meanwhile my daughter Esther and Mihaela attended a Methodist 
church where sister Malone is a pastor. We had an anointed church 

service where peo-
ple were blessed 
with the Word and 
God’s supernatural 
presence in a mighty 
way. Pastor Ismael 
introduced us to greet the church and presented the need to fix the 
church ceiling. He then promised before nearly a thousand people, 
to bring a team from the USA. I told the church to pray that the 
Lord would orchestrate all this, and help me to put together a team 
of contractors to help build the church in Tortola. 
 Thank you all for your participation in this ministry by prayer 
and giving, and may God receive all the glory as the lives of people 
in need are being touched by the Gospel and the people of God.
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