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3. jacmel, haiti
August 6 – August 11, 2017

 When summer of 2017 began, we did not have a 
plan to go on a mission trip to a foreign country, but the 
Lord knew that the heart of the people from Jacmel, Hai-
ti were expecting a refreshment in the spirit. The Holy 
Spirit moved pastor Medit to stir up the city, organizing 
a 5 day gospel evangelistic meeting with a children train-
ing program and with Bible school students engaging in 
the Holy Spirit’s empowerment and anointing teaching. 
Pastor Medit’s invitation and request to come back to 
Haiti to minister after 5 years of absence from the scene 
of ministry to this country was provocative. 
 Despite the fact that I wanted to send a team of 
youth in response to an invitation from a pastor from Montevideo last year, to go to Uruguay, it was postponed 

because airfare tickets were very expensive. This time around, air-
fare was still at an all-time high, so we decided to pursue Medit’s 
invitation. We prayed and planned to join the team and go to Haiti.
 Soon after the decision to go, a team of 8 young girls and boys 
joined with pleasure and determination to venture to the country. 
This was a country that I responded to an invitation to visit for the 
first time back in 2009. The invitation was given to me by pastor 
Joseph Jasmine from Gonaives.
Behind this plan was the invisible hand of God. He orchestrated 
everything that was happening and the great plan that the Lord 
was going to unfold in Jacmel and in Gonaives. The team that 
joined the mission trip was my son-in-law, Alex Jeremiah Mihaila, 
my daughters Esther and Evelyn, my son Dennis, Rebecca Confed-
erat, Ruben Veres, and James and Jennifer Tina. 
 Upon arrival to the Port Au Prince Airport, pastor Medit 
welcomed all of us and drove us to Jacmel. At night we started our 
mission and ministry at a church in the Orange area. This church 
was built by the Romanian community of churches from the USA 
on a land that was purchased in the year 2010 after an earthquake 
that shook Haiti and left a lot of victims. The church was inaugu-
rated and dedicated to the Lord and service for the people in July 
of 2012 which was my last 
mission trip to Haiti. The 

Lord blessed this work in Haiti and moved the people from California to 
come to Jacmel to work at the church. Upon seeing the need in Haiti, help 
was given to start an orphanage in the residence of pastor Medit by Gabri-
el Ilioi.
 This was in direct response to a prayer that our team prayed back 
in 2010. The prayer was for pastor Medit to have children because the cou-
ple did not have any children. Since my last mission trip in 2012, great im-
provements with construction and ministry development have occurred. 



Not Happenstance But Divine Guidance

37

A home for guests and children was modernized and enlarged and an international mission installed water purifi-
cation stations and built water wells. They also built water wells in the 
church and the home for children. Other important ministries that 
were started and are doing well is the Theological School ”Apa Vie” 
(Living Water) where about 50 bible scholars are being equipped and 
trained at a high-level of training in school and in practicum, going 
from home to home sharing the Gospel. A chicken farm was also 
started by the ministry, which cares for chickens and uses the meat 
to feed the children and to sell the chickens to sustain the orphanage.

 It was imperative to 
have this initiative of 

development in this poor country where people grow up with a 
poor mentality and have an expectation of receiving. These devel-
opments help them sustain their lives more independently.
 Every morning we got together with bible students and went 
from house to house to distribute Bibles, tracks, and shared the 
good news of Jesus Christ, while the youths from the group worked 
and taught the children. About 120 children from Jacmel came for 
4 days to be taught new lessons, songs from the Bible, and receive 
gifts. 
  My assignment was to teach the seminary students on the topic of 

the “Holy Spirit, our intimate Friend and Counselor.” The students that 
come from a Baptist church background did not understand much at 
the beginning, but as I spent more time each day with them, there was a 
great response as they show preoccupation and interest to get connected 
with the Holy Spirit and awaken their imprisoned spirit within them.

 Every night, an evangelistic meeting was held and the title of the mes-
sage was from Romans 1:16 – “I am not ashamed of the gospel because 
there is the power for the salvation of those that believe.” A strong war-
fare against the voodoo witchcraft was performed in the spiritual realm 

through prayer. The Lord released a great anointing on Tuesday night and the hearts of people responded with 
great joy to the words of life. 
 Other nights it was very hard to preach because the peo-
ple were distracted from the message of the Gospel. However, I 
believe that the words that were in the hearts of the listeners will 
bring forth great fruit.
 On Thursday morning I woke up with a heavy burden 
and an urgent concern to build a few homes for orphan children 
that became adults and lived in the basement of the church. I 
prayed and thought about it before I discussed this vision with 
pastor Medit, the members of the team, and other groups that 

came from California. 
They all agreed that it is very necessary to build a home for every or-
phan child. We bought some mattresses for the children and stopped by 
the church. We decided to build 4 homes on the land that we have the 
church on. The commitment to start building the homes brought peace 
in my heart. We went on to get the blueprints and went to purchase ma-
terial for the foundation.
 During this trip to Jacmel, Haiti, the youth mission team had the 
great pleasure to serve the children of Jacmel. On Monday, August 7th, 
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we had the first day of Vacation Bible School (VBS). The Haitian teachers 
took care of the first portion of the class by praying with the kids, and 
then the class was turned over to us. We were given the opportunity to 
teach the children what was on our heart as a team. We began the class 
with Alex sharing a message to about 120 kids. These children came from 
different areas of Jacmel and traveled a long way from the mountains, 
many coming from remote areas. We were amazed to see how the chil-
dren were so well behaved, despite their great number crowded into one 
room. We compared this crowd of children to the children back home in 
Chicago and we realized it would be impossible to get that many kids in 
one room to listen as well as these kids did. After the short message we 
worshipped the Lord with songs and more prayer.

  The next morning, Tuesday, August 8th, we decided to hand out the 
clothes we had for not only the children but for people of all ages that 
also joined us in the class. We were actually surprised to see some parents 
who joined their child at the Vacation Bible Class. We later learned that 
some parents joined their children because they knew that they would 
have the opportunity to eat as well. Every day, we learned more about the 
scarcity of food in the country and how many people go without eating 
because they simply cannot provide for themselves every day. The Hai-
tian teachers prepared games and a lesson which gave us time to set up 
the clothes in packets. We separated the clothes by age and gender and 
strategically handed them out at the end of the class. It was an incredible 
experience to be able to see the kids full of joy firsthand as they were 
personally handed clothes along with some snacks.

  The next day, Wednesday, August 9th, we were joined by mission-
aries from California to lead the VBS. We worked together to teach the 
children an English song, “Mighty to Save.” Even though the majority of 
the children did not know English, they were very open to learning this 

song and praising the Lord. It was amazing to see these kids 
more than willing to learn and join us in praising the Lord. We 
also focused on teaching the children John 3:16, “For God so 
loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that who-
ever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.” We 
taught the verse in English and received many volunteers to 
recite the verse by memory, in English!
 We had an overwhelming number of children who 
wanted to participate and share the verse with the class by 
their memory. The children did a great job learning the verse 
with such passion and really understanding the meaning of 
the verse. We were so blessed by their passion and hunger to 

learn. 
Wednesday was planned to be the last day of VBS but it was extended for 
one more day and we were shocked to see even more children show up 
than on the first day.

 On Thursday, August 10th, the team from California was in charge of the 
lesson for the day. They did a wonderful job on portraying how we need 
God and his spiritual armor. They brought supplies for visuals which really 
caught the children’s attention even more. The kids had the opportunity to 
volunteer to put on a costume of armor while the lesson was taught. The 
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class ended with some arts and crafts. The boys created toy swords 
and the girls worked on making their own purses. We could see the 
blessed look on their face and the joy as they worked together to cre-
ate these projects. We were surprised to see how well the children 
worked together and helped one another. A classroom full of over 
120 kids and yet each child kindly worked with another, with no cha-
os. We witnessed the children helping each other with the crafts and 
sharing their food and candy with each other. We felt so much joy 
seeing how these children care for each other and love one another. 
Working with the children was such a great blessing for us because we 
were able to see how God was able to work in so many ways through 
so many people. We are all connected through one Spirit who gave us 
unity and love.


