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5. romania

December 2017
 Recently I returned from a mission trip to the Caribbean, 
where I got a chance to visit several islands affected by Hurricanes 
Irma and Maria.  Upon my return on Saturday morning, December 
9th, I felt a strong impulse to leave for Romania. Soon I found myself 
on an airplane to Bucharest.
To my surprise, everything went well and was organized. Even the 
one thousand Bibles I had ordered a month ago arrived just on time.  
A friend of mine sent me a driver from the northern part of Roma-
nia. We loaded his car with four hundred Bibles for the north (Buco-
vina), five hundred for the Ialomiţa area (in the southeast), and one 
hundred for Dobrogea (also southeast).  
 One of the purposes of the trip was to spend some time with 
my brother-in-law who had had a surgery that removed a significant 
part of his pancreas and other organs, due to a cancer diagnosis. Un-
fortunately, he has not   experienced a personal encounter with Jesus 
Christ, and the cancer threatened to take his life. I wished to witness 
to him about the eternal life that is possible in Jesus Christ.  I will tell 
of the outcome of our meeting later.
 The entire trip was full of surprises. First, the Bibles were de-
livered faster than I expected. Second, I got a chance to be part of a 
dedication of a Pentecostal Church in Negreşti-Oaş, in Satu Mare. 
Third, I met for the first time the brother of my brother-in-law, who 
came to visit him as well. I was able to share the message of salvation 
to a part of my family that had not been very open to hear it. 
 During this mission I was determined to distribute Bibles 
from house to house, with a team, in the village where I was born. I 
realized how efficient is this kind of ministry when I saw how recep-
tive the people were who invited us into their homes and asked us 
questions. 
 The media and other sources of information in Romania con-
tain a lot of sad news, but the Bibles we brought served as good news for many underprivileged families. 
 As I went to the village, I observed how the younger generation is so overwhelmed with media delusions, 
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things which can never be accomplished. So many of them fall 
into depression, getting more and more disappointed in life, gov-
ernment, and God. I got a chance to speak with some of them, 
sharing what is possible to be accomplished through a Biblical 
perspective; I emphasized the Bible as the life-source for stability, 
joy, and hope. I told them that the Bible can give a robust spiritual 
direction to  one’s life and help to avoid chasing after worldly van-
ity.

  Another good memory I have from going house to house, is 
about a family who was so excited to see me. They remembered 
when on June 10, 2014, after a collective prayer along with other 

pastors, their crippled daughter Adina was healed af-
ter two years of immobility. 

  We set up a Skype call with her, and in our 
session, I could read the joy and life on her face. We 
heard her claim excitedly that the Lord has made 
many other miracles in her life since then. Now she 
lives in Norway with her husband and two children.  
Her life is a living example of enthusiasm and passion 
for Christ. 

  Her experience taught me that the miracles 
we receive from God tend to increase our faith, and 
make us trust Him more. As a result, we believe even 

more that He can make the impossible, possible. Also during this mission trip, I invited people to come for a day 
of fasting to a home for the elderly (Charity House), 
where I am accustomed to hold an assembly of prayer 
and preaching. This was December 16, and it turned 
out to be a specially anointed day. 
 We began the meeting by praying for a spiri-
tual breakthrough for the day. Many people joined us 
later, even some that never attended an evangelical 
church service before. I felt the Presence of God touch-
ing every heart. During the ceremony, everyone was 
speaking under a mighty anointing of the Holy Spirit, 
and I could feel how the message was profoundly mov-
ing the hearts of attendees, things that, unfortunately, 
I witness less and less these days.  After the meeting, 
a dinner was served for every participant. I could see 
how people were leaving for their homes praising God 
for such a blessed day. 
 That day reminded me of the importance of 
coming back from time to time to the Charity House, 
and encouraging people to seek more the Kingdom of 
God and His righteousness. Kingdom-seeking produc-
es so much joy.
 Next, let me tell you about 94-year-old Ana 
who was a resident of the Charity House. The Lord 
kept her alive all those years to use her as an intercessor 
for many ministers and churches. Her life revealed a 
well-developed relationship with God, so deep that she 
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even heard the Lord tell her the very day when she would 
leave this earth and go to Heaven.  
 On November 3rd, Ana told everybody in the house 
that on that day the Lord was going to take her home — but 
she had to finish the socks she was crocheting!  As she felt 
that her time was limited, she asked one of her neighbors to 
get that job done for her. People suggested that maybe No-
vember 3rd was not the day when she would pass away, to 
which she answered firmly that indeed it was! 
 In the evening, at 10:30 p.m., the dear Ana finished 
her life and went to Jesus, just as she had said. She had even 
gotten washed, dressed, and adequately prepared to die. She 
then lay on the bed, and waited for the Lord to send the 
angel to take her. In her last words, she asked the people 
around her to live in peace and keep harmony among them. 
I remember that when I founded this house, I dedicated it 
to be a house of harmony and peace where the elderly would 
find rest and live quietly. Her example is a testimony that 
the Lord answered my prayers and the Charity House was 
fulfilling its purpose. 
 In Negreşti-Oaş, I met the family of my son-in-law, 
who were involved throughout the years in building the 
house of the Lord in this area, physically and spiritually.  I 
also spent a quality time with my brother-in-law, Iordanel. 
I shared the Gospel, challenging him to enter the Presence 
of God by opening his heart to the message of salvation. 
In our discussion, he confessed that the Lord was indeed 
in that clinical room where the five-hour surgery — men-
tioned above — had taken place. I emphasized that since 
God was in that place, he ought now to open his heart and 
allow God to perform a miracle of healing in his spirit. 
When we prayed, the Lord sent a revelation in which he 
asked my brother-in-law to make a commitment and serve 
Him. Unfortunately, his heart was closed to this message, 
and he rejected the Word of God. My sister, wanting to jus-
tify his decision, said that they are “not willing to embrace a 
religious radical lifestyle.” I had to put them in the hand of 
the Lord, with the hope that He will send them a personal revelation. I do not want him to leave the earth without 

the assurance of salvation. 
 Throughout this trip I had a chance to preach in sev-
eral churches, distribute Bibles, help people in need, and 
be a testimony to my family.
 Before returning to Bucharest, I was approached by 
Catalin Carp, a minister from Detroit, who moved to Bu-
zau (southeast Romania) and founded “God’s Family Min-
istry” to help people on the streets. He asked us to visit his 
ministry there. 
 To my surprise, he sent Florin Codreanu and his 
wife to pick me up from Suceava. I was surprised because 
I knew that Florin was a man saved from the street, then 
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trained and equipped for missionary work. 
He had moved, and worked for the Lord in 
Haiti for almost a year. During that trip, the 
Lord put on my heart to ask Florin to move 
to Satu Mare and be in charge of the Charity 
House. Currently, I am praying that he will 
accept my offer and will have a blessed home 
where they can raise a family and adminis-
trate the ministry with the elderly there. 
 The trip to Buzau was full of surpris-
es. Florin’s old car broke during the night trip, 
but to our delight, it happened in front of a 
hotel! I saw the hand of the Lord guiding and 
protecting us even in the smallest possible de-
tails. 
 In the morning we fixed the car, and 
later we arrived in Buzau safe. During my 
time there, we visited Gods Family Minis-
tries, where I met a lady whose crippled leg 
was healed as a result of our joint prayer.
 Early in that day, a brother had a vi-
sion in which I was told that during my mes-
sage a rock would burst, and the Lord Christ 
would give fresh water to the congregation. 
The Lord was among us indeed. After the 
church service, late in the night, I drove to the 
Bucharest Airport to return home to Chica-
go. 
 The Lord used this trip to teach me 
not to worry about anything, but to keep up a 
Divine perspective of the Holy Ghost’s guidance and protection. This trip challenged me with a new vision for the 
upcoming year —to look at the path ahead of me through God’s perspective, and fulfill His calling in faithfulness 
and dedication.
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