
Mission trip to Israel, Cyprus, Greece (Crete) and Lebanon 
September 29, 2016 to October 12, 2016
 
After I came from the journey in Europe and Israel at the end of May of this year, our church 
planned to have a water baptism for a few candidates that surrendered their life to Jesus Christ 
and accepted Him as Lord and Savior from the old, habitual sinful life inherited from a 
generation of disobedience far away from God's presence. 
During the time of catechism and the preparation for the baptism, I asked one of my best friends 
that attended the church services for a long time, if he was not willing to get baptized at this time 
he should not do so. He responded very positivity that he was certain that he wanted to seal and 
be baptized but because of some issues and personal reasons he could not do the baptism in the 
church. I replied very kindly and willing to join and travel with him at the Jordan river and 
perform the baptism in the place where Jesus Christ was baptized by John the Baptist.
When I saw Cristinel’s desire and commitment to perform the baptism in the Jordan river, I was 
moved with joy and was thrilled to pray and book the air travel tickets and make the necessary 
arrangements for the baptism event. I was comforted that this event was to happen at God's right 
time and everything will go well and according with His plan and purpose. When we humble 
ourselves and surrender our plans to Him, God does more, and so this is what happened at this 
time. I was booking the tickets for myself and Christinel with our travel agent and the itinerary 
had a layover in Larnaka, Cyprus and one in Beirut at our return from Israel. This lead me to visit 
the church in Nicosia, Cyprus and the church in Beirut. After I booked the flight, Cornel Bran 
was visited by the Holy Spirit and surrendered his life to God and expressed his desire to be 
baptized in Jordan river. His brother, Catalin Bran, also wanted to come visit Israel and join the 
others in the group. The group consisted of Jonny Buia and sister Lidia Rascol from Detroit, my 
sister Valentina with her husband Iordanel Secrieru, together with their children Gabriel and 
Robert, and my wife bought her ticket at the last minute to come to Israel as well. Eleven people 
formed this group and all of us stayed at the residence of pastor Nathanael and he drove us to 
special sites, churches, etc. Just a few weeks before the appointed time to fly to Israel came, I 
was compelled to include the ministry to Crete and Athens to this mission trip. I purchased the 
tickets and called the pastors to give notice about my intention to visit their churches.

Journey through Israel most inspiring and historical sites and actual events 

All of us came to Israel with different flights from different places but we arrived on the same 
day and within a few hours in distance from one another. Brother Nathan and his son Abner 
welcomed us and drove all of us to his house. Because we arrived on a Friday evening before the 
Sabbath, together, with his family and church from home, we celebrated the beginning of the 
sabbath shalom and partook bread and white grape juice. Despite the fact that we were tired and 
worn from the long flight, we decided to participate in the Friday night messianic church service 
and commemorate communion with breaking bread and red grape juice in remembrance of 
Jesus’s body that was broken and His blood that was shed on the cross for humanity to be 
brought in a relationship with the Holy God.
The next day, all of us along with the messianic church, worshipped God of Israel and honored 
the Sabbath, proclaiming, praying with thanksgiving, and praising God for everything He has 
done. There was no better way to start the journey in Israel than to go to the Jordan river and 



baptized Christinel and Cornel because they were excited and ready to experience this great 
commend and that of which was performed by Jesus himself. After prayer on the site of the river, 
I read the gospel of Matthew Cap. 3 and together, with pastor Nathan, we baptized the candidates 
in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, all based on their faith in the word of God and 
believing that God sent His son Jesus Christ to save the world. A wonderful atmosphere was 
created as they were baptized in the water, identifying with the death of the old lifestyle as the 
Jordan river flowed into the Dead Sea, so they must see themselves dead of sin and resurrected to 
a new life together with Christ, living in the heavenly places above every power and dominion 
that is not only in this age, but also in the age that is coming. Ephesians 1: 19-23.
During this time in Israel, one night we went to visit a Romanian church from Tel Aviv and there 
was a special time of prayer for the believers to seek the face of God for an anointing with the 
Holy Spirit and power "as God anointed His son Jesus with the impartation of power to do good 
and redeem those that were oppressed by the devil because God was with Him." Acts 10:36. That 
night, I encouraged the people to purify their life because God's eyes are looking everywhere on 
the earth to show Himself strong to those that have a pure and clean heart and for their heart to 
completely surrender to Him. Prophetic messages were released from the Holy Spirit and 
proclaimed in the church. At the end of the church service, pastor Ionel approached me and 
informed us about a girl from Romania that came specifically to be baptized in the Jordan river 
and asked me and pastor Nathan if we were willing to perform another baptism in water. Of 
course we agreed and rejoiced that another soul was committed to follow Jesus, and next day she 
was baptized. During our stay in Israel, we visited Mount of Olives in Jerusalem where it is the 
city of David, an archaeological site located in the place where Jerusalem of the pre-Babylonian 
exile was located. In the center of this, high up on the temple mount, the Dome of the rock is 
located. We paused for a while and placed prayer request notes. The city of old Jerusalem is 
divided into Jewish, Christians, Armenian and Arab/Muslims and has a history of struggle and 
oppression. As we exited the Jaffa gate, we visited Mamilla Mall, a modern counterpart to Old 
Jerusalem, passing the Mamilla cemetery dating from the Byzantine era with impressive Mamluk 
mausoleums with the Mamila pool at the center that has three reservoirs which was built by 
Herod the Great in the first century B.C. We visited the grave where it is said that the body of 
Jesus was laid down for three days until God's power resurrected Him because death couldn't 
hold the son of the living God. Other sites were visited as we went back into biblical Israel: into 
the Judea mountain where John the baptism was born. On the way, we passed through the valley 
of Terebinth where David is said to have slain Goliath in the valley of Elah. Another place of 
interest that we visited was En Gedi, Inn of the Good Samaritan which overlooks the road 
leading from Jerusalem to Jericho. We toured the north to the Sea of Galilee surrounding the 
lake, we saw the beautiful countryside. One night we arrived to Haifa and viewed the beautiful 
Bahai gardens, enjoyed the spectacular view from the Carmel Mountain where the prophet Elijah 
drew Israel back to God and killed the false prophets. 
Another day, we passed the wall on the side of Palestine to visit Bethlehem City where our 
Savior was born. On the way back, we went to Bethlehem Baptist church. We did not make any 
previous announcement about our visit, but to our surprise, pastor Ziad (an assistant to senior 
pastor Naim Khoury) drove by the church, as only the Holy Spirit could have prompted him to 
come in the middle of the day when he did not plan to stop by the church. He saw all of us 
knocking at pastor Naim’s parsonage home but all of his family was in Jerusalem for an 
international conference, All Nations Convocations Jerusalem, which have more than 3,000 



delegates from 150 countries. We met him and his wife at night at the Ramat Rachel conference. 
Pastor Ziad opened the church for us and called a driver to give us a tour in Palestine. We had a 
great privilege to visit Hebron, the Ma'arat HaMachpela cave, that was purchased by Abraham 
4,000 years ago (Gen.23) from the sons of Het for 400 silver sheqalim (approximately $700,000 
In today's currency). This site is the resting tomb of patriarchs which today is divided between 
Jews and Muslims. It is the second holiest place for the Jewish people in all the world and it was 
the first land possession of the Jewish in the land of Israel. This was a very interesting place to 
see the graves of patriarchs and their wives. It is a story of a family journey through time and 
history that is infused with strength and through the connection to the roots of their identity. This 
trip increased our understanding of the bible and the value of the glory of the blessings the Lord 
our God, the king of the universe, has given us. We received a fresh and deeper revelation 
knowing the Jewish inheritance and understanding our Lord Jesus Christ better. “What we bless 
comes out to us as a blessing.” As a friend of Israel, and a scholar of the bible, I am aware of 
God's promise to Abraham concerning descendants. "I will bless those who bless you. (Genesis 
12:3). So I believe that one of the ways to blessings in God's order of things is to bless the people 
of Israel despite the rising tide of anti-Semitism in the world. From Israel, I continued my 
journey to Cyprus, together with Cornel and Catalin Bran, and Ioan Buia, we flew to the island 
of Cyprus. My wife returned to Chicago, my sister Valentina and her husband and children 
returned to Romania, together with Lidia Rascol. Cristinel decided to go to Romania and visit his 
family.

Hope for Cyprus 
For a long time, I had the desire to visit and minister to the island of Cyprus because I grew up in 
Romania during the 70s and always heard about the army conflict between the Turks and Greeks 
from this island, which is located at the eastern end of Mediterranean Sea. Bloody tension 
existed between the Turks in the south, while many Greek Cypriots were murdered and still left 
open unhealed wounds among southern and northern residents. After the 1989 revolution in 
Romania and the fall of communism, the economy of Romania declined and many people from 
Romania left to find jobs in other countries of Western Europe and some people found jobs and 
settled in Cyprus. As Romanians came to Cyprus, they established churches in city of Nicosia 
and Lemesos. Learning about our plan to visit the island, the ordain exhorted from the 
Pentecostal church Agape Cezar Maxinese with the other two members from the church came to 
the airport of Larnaka and welcomed us to the island. There was a church service on 
Saturday night and I was very impressed to see a lot of youths that were sincerely seeking the 
Lord. During the church service, they were so attentive and embraced the word of the Lord and 
all the church was on fire for the Holy Spirit. We came to this island with a great blessing from 
the Holy Spirit and they received the word that was imparted to their lives.
On Sunday, we visited city of Pafos and met a Romanian brother in Christ that has a desire to 
establish a church in this historical city Pafos where the apostle Paul visited on his missionary 
journey, preached the gospel, and was bitten. Acts 13: 4-12. Proverbs 28:27 declares that thou 
that give to the poor will lack nothing.

Greece 
Pastor Danut Samoila from the Romanian church in Athens called me and invited us to visit the 
church and ministry from Athens since we were in the area. Arriving in Athens on 



Sunday afternoon, the team found the best way to go from the airport to Agape church in Athens. 
I ministered to the congregation with the word of God, reading from the book of Acts chapter 10. 
On the next day, we took a tour of the city of Athens and visited the refuges campus. Greece is in 
a strategic geographical location for launching out mission into the former communist countries 
as well in the Middle East. It is a country where migrants traveling to the western countries 
arrived to this country and received hope and peace in their desperate situations. Daniel Piu, 
together with other missionaries, are sacrificing to reach these people that arrive in Greece from 
Afghanistan, Syria, Iran, Iraq and other countries. Scripture repeatedly assures us that blessings 
will flow into the life of one who extends a hand of compassion toward suffering followers of 
Jesus. Therefore, as we have the opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who 
belong to families of believers (Galatians  6:10), 2Corinthians 9, Philippians 4:10-19.

Crete Mighty Manifestation of Holy Spirit Presence
From Greece I continued our missionary journey to Crete. It was a very interesting move of the 
Holy Spirit after I was informed about the church of God in Crete. This was established years 
ago and my heart was prompted to go and minister to the people from there. I called pastor Alex 
Maxim and he welcomed us to stop at their church for at least one day because they crossed a 
season of hardship and have been having a decline in church attendance. The leader of the church 
was expecting God's presence to restore the fellowship and revive the hearts of the people. As I 
was waiting to book the flight from Athens to Yraclion, Crete, I sensed the Holy Spirit 
interceding for this island and I was very blessed to join God in the work that He was going to do 
in this remote island. Our team arrived in the late evening, and a fellow Romanian was waiting 
for us at the airport to pick us up and bring us to the home of the church leader, brother Alex. 
Brother Alex is originally from Albania and is married to a Romanian woman. He was ordained 
as an exporter with the Church of God and is leading the Romanian Church of God in Crete. We 
met for the first time and after a few minutes of introductory conversation, we had a time of 
prayer to seek an answer to his overarching question, “What should be done to have a season of 
revival on this island?" I humbly answered that we need to seek the face of God and have a "hot 
spot " for His dwelling presence and that will make a difference. We bowed down on our knees 
to pray and the presence of the Holy Spirit mightily manifested as we anticipated and glory of 
light from heaven, which invaded the room. Under such a powerful anointing, we prayed for 
almost two hours and became filled with the Holy Spirit. 
I went to sleep that night with the expectation that great things will happen during the day church 
service. We woke up early, feeling very refreshed, energized, and well rested even though we 
went to sleep at almost 2 A.M.  God's spirit makes the difference in our body when we allow 
Him to work in us. We visited a few families from the island and encouraged them in the word of 
God, encouraging them to be strong in the word because everything from this world will pass 
away but the word of God and those that are shaped and molded according to the word of God, 
will become children of God and live forever. At 3 P.M we started the church service and people 
had do take a day off from work in order to attend, but God really blessed their expectations and 
their sacrifice. His wonderful presence baptized and filled with the Holy Spirit, all those that 
attended. He did more than what we asked or thought about, and He surprised us by manifesting 
His presence and confirming His words. 

Lebanon Exceeded Our Expectations



From Crete, we went to Beirut where I saw God's hand performing another miracle while we 
were on the way to lead the city and the evangelical church. We arrived there and to my surprise, 
our contacts did not respond but we trust in God and believe that He will guide us and provide a 
way to be effective in this Muslim country. God was faithful and guided us through a series of 
circumstances to a Muslim village hotel "Al Saha Burj Brajneh" where we were directed to a 
driver whose brother is married to a Romanian woman. Arafat Slim, the driver, a devoted 
Muslim, came with us and took us on a tour of the city of Beirut. He took us to important 
historical sites but the most important drive was the one to the church "Life Center Beirut," 
where there was a service that evening and where hundreds of refugees from Syria attended and 
over one hundred people, mostly women, were touched by the love of God and casted out their 
fears, surrendering their life to the lordship of Jesus Christ. We prayed with them and encouraged 
them to stand strong in the word of God and to the Holy Spirit. 
To my surprise, that evening we saw a clear stirring of God in this nation and especially through 
the refugees from Syria. A lot of testimony was shared of the powerful hand of God delivering 
people from the hand of the destructive enemy, "the diabolical invisible forces of evil." One 
woman from the Syria refugees came to the church very fearful and distressed because her 
husband was arrested by ISIS terrorists and held him captive in a prison in a desert of Syria. In 
the next few days he could be beheaded by this cruel, extremely ferocious group. The church in 
Beirut prayed for his deliverance and freedom and God performed a mighty miracle, sending an 
angel that took him by the hand and got him out of that deadly prison. He is free now, living on 
the campus with his family. God is doing the same miracle that was recorded in the book of Acts 
when Peter was delivered from the prison. This powerful testimony was told to us by pastor Said, 
a man of which I connected with strongly in the Spirit because he has the same heart for God and 
the same hope for people to be saved and empowered in the Holy Spirit. Pastor Said’s vision is to 
see many people saved and empowered for the kingdom. There is a lack of leadership and he told 
us God's vision of preparing leaders to nurture the right people with love, faith, and satisfying 
their hunger for learning, will develop a sense of fulfillment which will enable the new 
generation of workers to make the right choices and transform the country of Lebanon into a 
better and safer country. 
Pastor Said led us to a land that the church wants to purchase for the future center for learning 
and preparing leaders and workers. We prayed that the Lord will continue to do miracles and to 
help guide the purchase the piece of land as He has done with purchasing the church. The way 
that the Lord almighty led us to Lebanon exceeded our expectations. It was an extraordinary 
surprise and enabled us to participate more in the divine work of God through mission. We serve 
a powerful God that is more than able to empower us to do anything He wants when we humble 
ourselves.” He makes those that are humble walk in everything that is good. In the book of 2 
Corinthians 9:8, apostle Paul wanted the early church to understand that God is able to make all 
grace abound toward you, that you will always have all sufficiency in all things, and may have 
abundance for every good work.


