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Being involved in many mission trips throughout the years, I am confident that this mission trip 
to Mexico did not happen by chance. This mission trip was out into motion by God, who has 
ordained our steps. Bishop Tony Lane, overseer of the Romanian territory of the Church of God, 
had been involved in an orphanage in Poza Rica since 1999 and for a long time I had considered 
joining him on a trip. Part of the team consisted of: Tony Lane from Church of God; Pastor 
Florin Cimpean- Philadelphia Church Chicago; Pastor Ismael Ilc- Chicago, IL; Justin Chirila- 
Chicago, IL; Eddie Sfrengeu- Roseville, CA; Tony Arnett- Missions Pastor-Central Church in 
Charlotte, North Carolina; Victor Arnett- Pastor- Casselberry, FL (interpreter); Peter Boros- 
Gresham, Oregon; Jimmy Coffelt- Onconta, AL; Aron Ianchici- Chicago, IL (photographer/
videographer); Julian Mihaita- Reading, PA; Joe Sfrengeu- Roseville, CA; and Gelu Strimbu- 
Hollywood, CA.
Even though this was a short mission trip, wonderful things happened. As we arrived to the 
orphanage, the staff and over 50 orphans welcomed us. The children were so excited to see all of 
us because we cared for them. They were especially excited to see bishop Tony, who they had 
known for so long. Everyone from the team had a chance to introduce themselves and greet the 
children. In the unity of the Spirit at the dinner table, we had the chance to serve the children 
food, while also providing them with toys, candy, and clothes. We left this dinner with a good 
attitude and grateful for the wonderful experience as we ministered to the children with love and 
care. We shared testimonies with the staff and we listened as they told us about how the children 
were rescued from neglect and abandonment. 
As I interacted with the staff, I met a psychotherapist that told me about the problems that these 
children were faced in the past and how they are being healed from all of their scars through the 
orphanage and counseling. When we heard about the testimonies, one story in particular grabbed 
my attention. The story had to do with how the orphanage, Casa Hogar Alfa y Omega, was 
founded. We heard that Pastor Elias and Teresa Herrera obeyed God's call and dedicated their 
lives to give hope to the forgotten children in Southeastern Mexico. Pastor Elias had a powerful 
transformation when he heard the Word of God and accepted Christ. When many unwanted 
children were abandoned on the street, Elias and Teresa found them beneath a bridge and showed 
them compassion by bringing them food and clothes. As they were doing this, they heard the call 
of God to care for these children. God provided the land where the orphanage was dedicated in 
1999. As I heard the testimony, I saw that they walked by faith since they had begun and they 
saw God's provision through His people. Throughout these 17 years, bishop Tony has traveled to 
Poza Rica with hundreds of individuals to visit, minister, and support what God has begun in the 
life of the forgotten and abandoned children. What a great opportunity it was for us to bring 
comfort and see the joy on their faces. Our heart rejoiced in the Lord as we visited the orphanage 
facilities in this mountain where the presence of God was so real. This orphanage is literally set 
on a high hill where you can have a very nice view of the surrounding area and you feel like you 
are on the top of the spiritual realm. This materializes what apostle Paul says in the book of 
Ephesians Chapter 1, that being that God has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the 
heavenly places with Christ. 
The mission trip to the orphanage gave us an opportunity to have a heavenly perspective in 
everything we do. Besides the spiritual assistance that we gave the children and staff by talking 



to them, we went to the local store and bought food supplies for the next several months such as 
flour, sugar, oil, etc. I want to thank the Lord for this opportunity to serve the staff and the 
orphans at Casa Hogar Alfa y Omega. We honor the Holy Spirit that was present in the midst of 
our team and in the community that we served. As I came home, I reflected and I prayed for the 
children and for the future development of this work, and the Lord put it on my heart to 
contribute from our mission to Casa Hogar with $720. In James 1:27 it says, “Pure religion and 
undefiled before God and the father is this: to visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, 
and to keep himself spotted from the world." Deuteronomy 10:18 says, "He executes justice for 
the orphan and the widow, and shows His love for the alien by giving him food and clothing." 
 Psalm 82:3 says, "Vindicate the weak and fatherless; do justice to the afflicted and destitute."


