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Pictured above are the Virgin Islands, a collection of islands east of Puerto Rico, which in turn is east of Haiti.  The northeastern 

islands belong to the U.K.  The ones in the southwest belong to the U.S.  You may want to refer to this map as we tell you of our recent 

(January 2018) mission there.  Note especially Tortola and Gorda of the U.K. Islands, and Saint Thomas of the U.S. 

Tortola, the focus of our visit, is the largest of the British islands and has the most people (24,000).  This population, 90% of whom 

are of African descent, lives in an area of about twenty-two square miles.  The Spanish probably settled here first and gave the island 

its name, the Spanish word for "turtle dove." 

Following is the report of our trip, as recorded by Constantin Lupancu, Blessed Hope 

International Mission. 

The grace and the blessings of God imparted to us by the Holy Spirit have kept us motivated 

and glad throughout the years of the Blessed Hope Mission.  We intend not to give up, but 

always to look up, to Jesus, and to fulfill His vision. 

This year of 2018 I was moved by the Holy Spirit to see everything from a Divine 

perspective, forgetting what was in the past, as said the prophet Isaiah and the apostle Paul:  “Do not remember the formers things, nor 

consider the things of old.  Behold, I will do a new thing, now it shall spring forth; shall you not know 

it?  I will even make a road in the wilderness and rivers in the desert.”  (Isaiah 43:18, 19)  

“..forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward to those things which are ahead.”  

(Philippians 3:13b) 

In August of 2016, I was with my daughters Debbie and Evelyn on a mission trip to some 

islands of Hawaii (Maui, Lanai, and Molokai).  We were distributing Gospels of John to the 

islands’ distressed residents.  As we gave out these Gospels we came upon a grocery store 

on the island of Molokai.  There we met the wife of the local pastor who directed us to the 

church where a service was scheduled for that evening.  As I walked into the church, the 

pastor ran toward me with a message from the Holy Spirit:  “I will send you to other islands that you have never heard about!”  



This prophetic word was fulfilled last year when hurricanes Maria and Irma hit the Caribbean Islands.  When the newscasters 

announced the names of these islands, I heard them for the first time and was moved with 

compassion to bring hope to the affected 

communities. 

We are continuing to “press toward the goal for 

the prize of the upward call of God in Christ 

Jesus” with a fresh hunger to shape and mold the 

mind of Christ into our own minds as the apostle 

Paul described in the epistle to the Philippians, 

3:14.  This is the purpose of the gospel of Jesus Christ, to become a child of God with a 

heart after God, and the mind of Christ.  Knowing our present and future life in Christ, the only thing that’s better than this life is what 

is still ahead. 

So, a year of Divine perspective for the future mission has begun, as we try to fulfill a promise that was made last year in the New 

Testament Church of God in Tortola.  I had made this promise when I last visited the island just after the hurricanes had done their 

damage.  Before I greeted the church, on our arrival this time, Bishop Ismael Charles remarked to the congregation that the Lord had 

heard their prayer and had sent a team from Chicago to install tiles to the ceiling of the church building. 

Originally, I had not made guarantees.  My promises to them were based on my request for them to pray.  I simply had asked the 

congregation to ask the Lord to motivate people and to help me form a team of contractors that would be available and willing to join 

Him in the work that He is doing.  I called friends, preached in Chicago land churches, and presented a video that we made during the 

November 2017 mission trip.  From all of this, God formed a great team consisting of people that have a heart for missions.  The team 

was made up of Cornel and Maria Lanchici and  Florin and Josh Vlad of the Philadelphia church of God; Radu and Delores Vlad, with 

their daughter Hadassah Vlad; Marian Christi Ilie, and Victor Balas, from the Gethsemane Church of Chicago; Viorel Gromic from 

the Bethel Church of Portland; Constantin  Lupancu of Blessed Hope International Mission. 

The team arrived in Tortola on January 10 and was welcomed by the New Testament 

Church of God leadership team and senior pastor, Ismael Charles.  The purpose of this 

mission trip was to install the aforementioned tiles on the ceiling and provide necessities for 

the families that suffered loss. 

Since not all of the materials arrived on time to 

fulfill our mission assignment to the church, Pastor 

Ismael directed the team to repair some of the 

damages to the parsonage.  We replaced windows, installed tiles throughout the home 

(where the carpet was pulled out because of water and mold), replaced light fixtures, and 

painted. 

During this time, I was assigned to go with Presbyter Viorel Gromic to visit families from Tortola that had unrepaired damages on 

their homes and needed material assistance.  After we took some pictures at their homes, together with the owners we went to stores 

and purchased building materials for ten or twelve families. 

Our mission was completed with the hope that the lives of the families we helped would 

begin to take some form of normalcy after the traumatic storm.  We hoped to help them 

move toward a state of stability and wellness, and develop a feeling of progress, not losing 

heart, but believing that they will become strong again.  Many sick and elderly people die 

after hurricanes because of the stress and sadness 

of losing their home and its contents. 

Sunday night we had the privilege of introducing our mission group and presenting 

ourselves and our mission to the church.  We greeted the members, gave a testimony, and 

spoke words of blessings.  I then preached a message about the new life in Christ — our new 

identity.  At the end of the service, the Spirit moved the church to prayer and I prayed for 

those in attendance.  



When we came back to the hotel, the message of Christ was spoken to the receptionist.  He was made aware of his sinful life, 

convicted by the Holy Spirit, and made ready for the confession of his sin.  He totally surrendered his life to Jesus.  I led him in prayer 

to receive forgiveness, and he accepted Christ as Lord and Savior.  I encouraged him to read 

the Bible every day, so as to grow in knowledge and faith and to begin the transformation 

from glory to glory by the Holy Spirit and the 

Word of God. 

There were other testimonies of restoration to 

genuine faith.  For example, there was a girl that 

used to come to that church.  God had used her in 

the ministry of intercession for other people, but 

about two years ago, because of a broken relationship with a boyfriend that promised to 

marry her, she felt discouraged and depressed.  She actually became rebellious against God and the church.  Last year, when the 

hurricane hit Tortola, her apartment building, inherited from her deceased father, was destroyed.  We went to help her purchase 

galvanized roofing material.  Through the ministry of the Word, she was convicted, and she 

repented of her life choices.  She came back to Christ and promised to purify herself and 

become a vessel of honor. 

Another memorable moment we had at one Mead Malone’s home.  The group covered the 

part of the roof in this house that was broken during the hurricane.  This was once a 

wonderful home that hosted giants of the faith.  This spectacular home was built on a 

mountain and has a great panoramic view of the Town Road city (which is the capital of 

Tortola).  Through the devastation, it was transformed into a habitation of mold.  For four 

months it had no roof and almost every day, it rained.  We were privileged to purchase 

treated lumber for rafters, plus plywood and we fixed the roof in one day.  Our swift 

construction and quick roof repairs made a great 

impression on the owner.  He hired a captain of a 

yacht to take us on a sea tour and to have lunch on 

Normal Island (privately owned). 

Monday morning, a part of the team went to the 

island Virgin Gorda to help Pastor Paul Rickets 

bought wood rafter materials for a church that still has a roof broken, totally exposing the 

inside.  The image of broken ceilings at this church in Tortola and on Virgin Gorda 

reminded me of my own turning point and a great moment of transformation that I 

experienced in the spring of 1992.  It was at the Romanian Pentecostal Church on the south 

side of Chicago.  During the Sunday morning services, the Lord opened the portal of Heaven 

above my head and the ceiling of the church opened.  Through the opening, an angel of the 

Lord appeared with a torch in his hand and touched my head.  He burned out all my 

negativity and started to make me understand and experience the new freedom in Christ. 

“Whom the Son makes free is free indeed,” is what Jesus said – and Paul adds, “Now the Lord is the Spirit: and where the Spirit of the Lord 

is, there is liberty.  But we all with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from 

glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord.”  (2 Corinthians 3:17,18) 

We visited a few homes in Virgin Gorda and saw 

a destroyed and abandoned home where there had 

lived a family with two children but a few weeks 

ago her husband passed away.  Now she is 

staying with another family.  We gave her money 

to purchase roofing materials.  We helped another 

sister in Christ (which Pastor Rickets had brought 

us to visit) to purchase galvanized material for roofing.  Also, in Virgin Gorda, we saw the 

beautiful stones that God in His Divine purpose provided for this island, so that they would 

have a way of sustaining the life of the people.  These incredible stones motivate tourism, a major part of the economy there.  



A few concluding words and perspective from this mission trip 

Again I have seen with my eyes the devastation produced by these hurricanes, the 

destruction, the blowing away of people’s property.  I have seen people lose the very 

necessities of life.  I have watched how this creates so much stress, sadness, and grief, that it 

even makes people sick, and some die.  In fact, they say that more people die after a 

hurricane than during it. 

This demonstrates the weakness of human nature 

without dependence on the God who strengthens 

us during rough and critical seasons of life.  Life can be especially bad when unexpected 

things happen to unprepared people. 

Because of the geographical location of these islands, it is not necessary to view these things 

as a judgment of God.  And of course, some people experience Divine protection, provision, 

and favor during storms because they seek after God’s face and live in the spiritual realm all 

the time.  For this kind of people who live in intimate relationship with God, there will often 

be a benefit from His hand, and they will see everything from a spiritual perspective.  As 

Paul said in Romans 8:28, "And we know that all things work together for good to those who love 

God, to those who are the called according to His purpose.” 

As we minister to human needs, we hear stories of other people, the ones who once walked 

away from God’s presence.  But when the disaster happens, and everything is destroyed, or 

their possessions are blown away, they realize that everything is temporary and even their 

own body is fragile.  They cannot sustain themselves well, so they come back to the altar of 

unity with the church body, with Christ as their head, the One Whom they abandoned. 

Others are looking persistently for something real to fill their emptiness.  The receptionist 

that I mentioned above was looking for God.  Our team introduced him to Jesus Sunday 

night after the church service, and when I came back to the hotel, he was waiting for us. 

I see from the spiritual perspective that everything will be better for those that realize they 

are far away from God.  This hurricane was a turning point in their real relationship with their Creator. 

As our team returned to St. Thomas and boarded the ferry, there were still people calling me, to thank our team for the hand of help to 

rebuild.  But more importantly, people were very impressed with the spiritual perspective that had been made so clear.  They 

understood better that God wants people back to Himself.  Some had been chasing more after a better standard of living than a close 

relationship with Him.  I believe everything is going to be well for those that are now resting in the presence of the Lord, and waiting 

upon the Lord as described in Isaiah 40:29-31:  “He gives power to the weak, and to those who have no might He increases strength.  Even the 

youths shall faint and be weary, and the young men shall utterly fail, but those who wait on the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up 

with wings like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint.” 

 Rev.  Constantin Lupancu together with the Blessed Hope International Mission Team 

  

   



  

   

   

   

   

   



 

   

   

   

 

 

 

   


